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Service for Teachers





Oral language review
	Review of oral language
	Working well
	Needs Attention
	Evidence/ Comment
	Worth trying

	General Considerations
	

	What are the language needs of the children in your school? Is language an issue/problem area in the school? Why is this so?
	
	
	
	

	Planning
	

	Curriculum objectives/ school plan are used to devise long and short term plans indicating which objectives are to be taught
	
	
	
	

	Commercial products are only used with reference to curriculum objectives
	
	
	
	

	Clear targets/milestones are agreed using for example ‘Drumcondra English profiles’ as a guide for teachers or as a method of assessment
	
	
	
	

	Resources
	

	A good supply of resources is available for oral language lessons
	
	
	
	

	Resources are listed and stored centrally.
	
	
	
	

	Sharing of good practice is facilitated among staff
	
	
	
	

	Multimedia is used effectively as a tool
	
	
	
	

	Support teachers
	

	Collaboration with class teachers in the development of Oral language of S.E.N. pupils is currently taking place
	
	
	
	

	There are timetabled opportunities to plan for same 
	
	
	
	

	Team teaching/ In class support is being used to support the development of oral language skills
	
	
	
	

	Oral Language across the curriculum
	

	Specific strategies / opportunities are in place to maximise cross curricular language learning and the development of Oral language skills – spiral approach
	
	
	
	

	Vocabulary is identified in different subjects that needs to be taught explicitly
	
	
	
	

	Agreed whole school strategies are in place to enrich the language being used in the daily life of the school 
	
	
	
	

	Oral Language in literacy
	

	Strategies are used to develop language skills in:
	
	
	
	

	Writing activities (TG pg.79)
	
	
	
	

	Reading activities (TG pg.63)
	
	
	
	

	Discrete Oral Language TG pg 38-49
	
	
	
	

	Discrete oral language lessons are timetabled daily / weekly and agreed on a  whole basis considering the needs of the school as noted above
	
	
	
	

	Specific oral language skills are taught and practised
	
	
	
	

	Skill weaknesses are identified and focused on

-whole class/child/group
	
	
	
	

	Specific teaching of oral language content objectives
	
	
	
	

	A variety of organisational settings are used

-whole class

-paired/group activities

-mixed ability groups

-teacher as model of language skills

-variety of audiences
	
	
	
	

	5 Contexts for Oral Language development
	

	Talk & Discussion
	
	
	
	

	Play & Games
	
	
	
	

	Story
	
	
	
	

	Improvisational drama
	
	
	
	

	Poetry & Rhymes
	
	
	
	

	Assessment
	

	Teacher observation
	
	
	
	

	Milestones
	
	
	
	

	Checklists
	
	
	
	

	Curriculum objectives
	
	
	
	

	Self-assessment
	
	
	
	

	Teacher designed tasks
	
	
	
	

	Parental Involvement
	

	Parents are aware of the importance of Oral language
	
	
	
	

	Oral language homework is assigned
	
	
	
	


